
GUIDELINES FOR  

Christian Marriage  

AT SAINT CLEMENT’S CHURCH 
 And of course we celebrate weddings of ALL combinations! 

  

WELCOME! 

 

We are happy that you are considering celebrating your Marriage at Saint Clement’s 

Church. Christian Marriage is Sacrament celebrated during a service of public worship, 

more aptly called The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage. The word “celebration” 

expresses the joy that characterizes the event and its public and communal nature. The 

word blessing is a reminder of the solemn, religious context of this holy covenant. It is 

sacramental work and is not to be entered into lightly or unadvisedly. We, therefore, 

welcome you as you consider Saint Clement’s Church as a place to be married. 

 

In Christian Marriage, two people promise in God's name to be faithful to each other for 

life. The congregation commits to support the couple and prays that God will strengthen 

and guide them in their life together. The Priest proclaims God's blessing upon them. The 

sacred nature of the Marriage Liturgy and the solemnity of the promises made by the 

couple influences the decisions to be made about the manner in which the wedding will be 

celebrated. 

 

Christian marriage is a covenant that is made out of the Christian commitment of the two 



people, at least one of which must be baptized, within the context of the life of the 

congregation and the whole Church. Thus, the service of Christian marriage assumes that 

the couple are active participants in the life of Saint Clement’s Church. Ideally, persons 

seeking God's blessing through the Church for their marriage are regular in worship, 

especially during the months prior to their wedding. Of course, it is hoped that couples 

requesting Christian marriage at Saint Clement’s continue in regular worship following 

their wedding.  

 

The solemn vows of Christian marriage are expressed 

within the context of the living  community of the 

Church. Many people find that civil marriage is a more 

suitable expression of their vows. The Church fully 

recognizes civil marriage, and in many countries it is the 

norm. A civil marriage may be blessed by the Church 

later whenever it seems appropriate. Only when a couple 

intends to take on the exceptional obligations and 

responsibilities expected by the Church should their 

marriage be a Christian one.  

 

Marriages are celebrated according to an authorized 

liturgy of the Episcopal Church. The liturgy reflects the 

communal aspect of the Church's life and the reality that 

marriage reflects the union between Christ and the Church. 

 

FIRST STEPS 

 

Every Priest of the Episcopal Church must conform to 

the laws of the state and the canon  law of the Episcopal 

Church regarding the solemnization of Holy 

Matrimony. The bare canonical requirements are:  

1. that persons desirous of being married in this church 

must signify their intention to the minister at least 30 

days prior to the date of the service;  

2. that there be at least two witnesses to the ceremony;  

3. that the date and place of the marriage, the names of 

the parties, the age of the parties, their residences, 

and their Church status are recorded in the proper register;  

4. that the witnesses and minister shall sign the record; and  

5. that the couple signs a declaration of intention (to enter into marriage as a sacred, 

lifelong covenant). 

 

SECOND MARRIAGES 

 



Entering into a second marriage after the dissolution is not impossible in the Episcopal 

Church. In the case of marriage following divorce, the officiating priest must meet with 

you at least 90 days prior to the wedding. The following additional requirements apply:  

1. the Priest is provided appropriate evidence that any previous marriage has been annulled 

or dissolved (copies of all divorce decrees constitute evidence of the termination of any 

previous marriages; the priest doesn’t need to read the entire decree.  S/He must see the 

final page containing the seal and the signature of the judge.); 

2. the divorce decree or annulment has been in effect for one full year prior to the date of 

the re-marriage;  

3. the minister consults with the parties as to continuing concern for the former spouse 

and children of the prior marriage; and  

4. the minister has the consent of the Diocesan Bishop (this takes at least 60 days). 

 

Because the request for the Bishop's permission occurs after the pre-marital 

counseling period, the typical preparation time for marriage of a divorced 

person begins several months prior to the wedding date. While your 

wedding ceremony itself is very important, the development of a solid 

foundation for your ongoing marital relationship is of greater significance.  

 

 

 

PREMARITAL COUNSELING 

 

Because we want to support your living into your wedding vows in an intentional and 

faithful way, Saint Clement’s requires premarital preparation of all couples. The Priest will 

give you the name of a pre-marital counselor. Paying for the counselor is the responsibility 

of the couple. 

 

While the norm for most couples is six 

sessions, we recognize that there are a 

number of same gender couples already living 

together in a long term, committed 

relationship, who have been waiting for the 

time when they could be legally married. For 

these couples, both the development stage of 

the relationship and each couple’s unique 

circumstances will be considered when 

choosing the content and the number of 

sessions. This policy holds true for opposite 

gender couples who have been together for a significant amount of time as well. 

TIME-LINE FOR CONTRACTING MARRIAGES 

 



Technically, the Priest is not supposed to give consent to performing the Wedding until 

after the Canon Law of the Church has been fulfilled. Therefore, before any date is set or 

other marriage plans made, contact must be made with the Parish Administrator to 

schedule an appointment to meet with the Priest.  Because of the penitential nature of the 

season of Lent, it is generally not appropriate to perform weddings from Ash Wednesday 

until Easter. 

 

Weddings are important occasions in the lives of the couple and their friends and families. 

It is expected that the Invitation List will include many who are not members of the 

congregation. However, since the service of Holy Matrimony is a public Liturgy of the 

Church, and since there are no "private services" in the Episcopal Church, it is understood 

that the local congregation is also invited and that an announcement to that effect may be 

published. 

 

Because the Eucharist (Holy Communion) is 

the Sacrament of unity, it provides an 

exquisite context for the wedding service. 

You are encouraged to celebrate the Nuptial 

Mass in connection with your marriage. 

What better first act for a married couple 

than to receive the sacrament of Holy 

Communion together, with family and 

friends who celebrate the occasion with you!  

At the time of the Wedding, everyone is 

welcome to receive Holy Communion 

regardless of religious affiliation, if any. 

 

Episcopal priests in good standing are 

welcome to serve as the primary officiant for 

the wedding; clergy of other denominations 

may have a role but do not serve as the primary officiant. Please do not invite clergy not on 

the Parish staff to participate in your wedding until you have cleared it with the Rector.  

 

GUIDELINES FOR THE SERVICE OF CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE 

AT SAINT CLEMENT’S CHURCH 

 

The Parish Administrator, working in the name of the Rector, serves as the coordinator for 

several aspects of planning for the service, including: 

 

 

 Receiving, evaluating requests for and scheduling weddings. 

 Providing you with resources and answers to your questions, and serving as an 



ongoing source of information, guidance and support. 

 Connecting you with other members of Saint Clement’s wedding and marriage 

preparation team, including music staff, your officiating priest, and the pre-marital 

counselor. 

 Facilitating the wedding rehearsal and working with clergy, parish administration, 

musicians, sextons, liturgical ministries, altar guild, flower guild and photographers to 

ensure a smooth-flowing ceremony.  Wedding coordinators are unnecessary for the 

liturgical end of the wedding. 

 Serving as an ongoing contact for you following your wedding day, as you grow into 

your marriage and in your desires to further strengthen your relationship with the 

Saint Clement’s community. 

 Only sacred music is allowed at a marriage service. The Parish organist has the first 

right of refusal on all weddings performed at Saint Clement’s Church.  You should 

contact the organist at least 30 days prior to the service.  The Organist’s contact 

information can be obtained from the Parish Administrator. 

 

You are encouraged to use hymns for your wedding, especially if 

the congregation will be  large enough to sing well. The Hymnal 

1982 is widely regarded as a masterpiece of sacred music. Quality 

instrumentalists can add a festive tone to the celebration of a 

marriage. Such instrumentalists are under the direction of the priest 

and the Director of Music. Solo vocal music is unnecessary, but 

allowed as long as the music chosen is hymns or anthems which are 

appropriate to the liturgies authorized by the Episcopal Church. If 

you have friends or family members that wish to sing, they need to 

be approved by the Director of Music to ensure their capacity to 

sing.  The words of musical selections are to be from Holy 

Scripture, from The Book of Common Prayer, or from texts congruent with them. Popular 

music is saved for the reception. 

FEES 

VENUE FEE: A donation of $800.00 is asked for the use of the Church (venue fee) for the 

Wedding. An honorarium $150.00 for the Parish Sexton (custodian) to clean and prepare 

for your wedding is asked. For pledging members of the Parish, a donation of $250.00 is 

asked and is negotiable if necessary. 

 

The Parish Administrator will give you detailed information about to whom payments are 

made to and by when they need to be made. We ask for a $400/100 deposit at the time you 

reserve the Church for your wedding. That deposit is nonrefundable but can be applied to 

your venue fee. 



MUSICIANS’ FEES In keeping with the regulations of the 

American Guild of Organists, the organist receives an 

honorarium of $300.00.  If you desire to have another 

person play in place of the Parish organist, the Parish 

organist is still paid. 

 

RECEPTION FEES: Having your reception at Saint 

Clement’s Church is a convenient way to continue your 

celebration after the Marriage Liturgy is concluded.  A 

$250.00 cleaning deposit is required for the use of the 

Undercroft Parish Hall.  Depending on the condition of 

the venue after the reception, the remainder of the deposit 

will be returned to you if there is any. 

 

The members of the Parish will assist you in setting up for, 

executing and clean up after the Reception.  A donation to 

the Parish of $200.00 is suggested for their contribution to 

your wedding. 

 

You are welcome to have your Reception catered by the caterer of your choice and at your 

expense.  Catered food will be brought into the Parish Kitchen where the members of the 

Parish will provide for its being served.   

 

Weddings, especially Nuptial Masses, require at least one lay server to assist the Priest in 

celebrating your wedding.  Customarily there is an honorarium ($25.00 suggested) given 

directly to each acolyte. Please pay fees before or after the rehearsal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECLARATION OF INTENTION 

(to be signed by the couple to be married) 

We, _________________________, and ____________________________, desiring to 

receive the blessing of Holy Matrimony in the Church, do solemnly declare that we hold 

marriage to be a lifelong union of two persons. We believe that our union, in heart, body, 

and mind, is intended by God for our mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one 

another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God’s will, for the procreation or 

adoption of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord. And we do 

engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, to make our utmost effort to establish this relationship 

and to seek God’s help thereto. 

_______________________________     ______________________________ 

Signature                                                  Signature 

____________________       ______________________ 

Date                                          Date 

    

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF WEDDING COUPLE 

We, the undersigned, hereby acknowledge that we have read the contents of the 

“Guidelines for the Service of Christian Marriage at Saint Clement’s Church,” and we 

understand that the wedding is a worship service which is conducted according the practice 

and tradition of the Episcopal Church. We further acknowledge understanding, acceptance 

and commitment to comply with the guidelines regarding the service, photography, 

flowers, candles, and the respective roles of priest, liturgist, and wedding coordinator. 

_______________________________     ______________________________ 

Signature                                                  Signature 

____________________       ______________________ 

Date                                          Date 

    

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF PHOTOGRAPHER 

By signing below, I hereby acknowledge that I have read the contents of the “Guidelines 

for the Service of Christian Marriage at Saint Clement’s Church,” and I understand that the 

wedding is a religious event which is conducted according the practice and tradition of the 

Episcopal Church. I further acknowledge understanding, acceptance and my commitment 

to comply with the guidelines regarding the use of photographic equipment during the 

wedding service. Failure to comply may result in the service being halted by the priest, and 

may also result in the photographer being barred from future weddings at Saint Clement’s 

Church. 

_______________________________       

Signature             

____________________         

Date 
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